


PARDO GT52

F ew automotive designs are as distinct as the classic gran 
turismo that emerged in Europe in the mid-twentieth 
century. !e same can be said of Pardo Yachts’ GT52, 
a luxury performance cruiser that packages power and 

comfort with a proven hull. 
Pardo’s new model is built on a V-shaped, vacuum-infused 

design with a variable deadrise of 16 degrees at the stern 
and more than 50 degrees in the forward section for 
improved seakeeping and maneuverability.   

!e GT52 is a dayboat by design, complete with a 
massive sunpad and a dinette with wraparound seating 
in the cockpit, another large sunpad in the bow and a 
hardtop shading the helm station and outdoor galley. 
!e cockpit on this model is spacious and practical, 
with a dinette and wraparound seating that lowers 
into a sunpad. !e cockpit also has two a"-facing seats 
shaded by the pilothouse roof. Like on Pardo’s performance 
models, walkaround access makes the move to the bow easy, 
where another large sunpad is located. !e only tradeo# is that 
the high bulwarks that provide security on models like the P50 
have been sacri$ced on the forward section of GT52 to create 
more interior space below. 

!e standout feature on the GT52 is unmistakably its climate-

controlled pilothouse, which blends almost seamlessly with 
the outdoor areas thanks to large windows, a stern door and a 
sunroof. Inside the pilothouse guests can enjoy the ride with 
wraparound seating around a dinette to port. Our test model 
had another lounge seat to starboard and a galley-down layout 
accessed through the stairs adjacent to the helm. !e boat can also 

be con$gured with a galley-up layout, wherein the galley 
would replace the starboard lounge to make room for a 
third berth or salon below. 

Access to the master in the bow is through the galley. 
!e stateroom is spacious for a boat of this size, com-
plete with a lounge seat and a private head with enclosed 
shower. From the galley is also access to the main head 
with separate shower and the second stateroom with twin 
berths. My only complaint about the second stateroom 
is that headroom is limited, so you need to crouch to get 

into the berth. !ere is also a crew cabin hidden beneath the port 
seating in the pilothouse, though this space would also function 
well as an additional kid’s cabin or storage. 

True to its GT moniker, the helm takes inspiration from the 
automotive world, the wheel reminiscent of one found on a luxury 
sports car. Dual Garmin displays and joystick piloting makes for 
easy navigating, and there is easy access to the boat’s digital switch-
es from the helm. With approximately 10 people on board, the boat 
got onto plane easily and cruised at 22 to 25 knots with a top end of 
30 knots, powered by twin Volvo IPS 650s, the standard power op-
tion for this model. (Twin 700s and 800s are optional.) It felt grippy 
and responsive in turns with an overall smooth ride, though there 
wasn’t much to contend with in terms of sea conditions. 

Comfort, power, luxury and versatility: !e signature charac-
teristics of GT automobiles are fully embodied by the GT52. For 
boaters who want a day boat with the accommodations to stretch 
the trip a bit and enough power to travel from one destination to 
the next in reasonable time, the GT52 o#ers everything you need in 
spades. You might just feel like you are behind the wheel of a 20th 
century sports car as you enjoy panoramic views of the picturesque 
Cote d’Azur from the helm. —Carly Sisson

LOA: 54’5”
Beam: 16’3”
Displ.: 50,000 lb.
Fuel: 529 gal.
Water: 158 gal.
Power: 2/480-
hp Volvo Penta 
IPS 650
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